
From the many bodies of water to the
trees in our forests, Lake County’s di-
verse landscape can be seen all around
us.  The preservation of this landscape
is key for future generations.

Our Public Safety Department works
hand-in-hand with the Florida Depart-
ment of Forestry in combating brush,
grassland and forest fires.  Periodic
“Prescribed Burns” are conducted in
forest areas to clear underbrush which,
left unchecked, could lead to cata-
strophic forest fires.

The Lake Soil and Water Conservation
District (LSWCD), together with re-
sources of the Federal government,
effectively supports natural habitats so
that they are recognized and preserved
and other land areas are put to produc-
tive use.  Through this partnership, a
variety of technical assistance is pro-
vided to new or existing agricultural op-
erations.

Monitoring water quality in our lakes is
a critical responsibility.  A team of envi-
ronmental specialists in our Water Re-
source Management (WRM) Division
provides hydrological and geological
support to other county departments.
The team monitors all ground and sur-
face water within Lake County and
works closely with the St. Johns River
Water Management District, the Lake
County Water Authority, and the Flori-
da Department of Environmental Pro-
tection.  Data collected by this team is
used in Lake County’s Annual SurfaceA Shady Retreat on the Wekiva River
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Water Quality Report and for the Lake
County Water Atlas website.

Lab staff analyzes wastewater from
over 100 local wastewater facilities as
well as drinking water samples for bac-
teria and nitrates. Last year the lab re-
ceived 1543 water samples, conducted
over 2500 field tests, and performed
6700 analyses. No doubt, the staff’s
hard work was pivotal in their receiv-
ing lab accreditation from the National
Environmental Laboratory Accredita-
tion Program.

Lake County, in cooperation with the
Lake County Water Authority and St
Johns River Water Management Dis-
trict, has developed an interactive web-
based program. The County’s GIS
database provides historical water
quality, hydrology, watershed informa-
tion, boat ramps, recreation sites, his-
torical information and aerial
photographs.  Through easy-to-use
navigation options and search tools the
user has access to the most up-to-date,
accurate and defined water resource
data available.  Visit the web site at
http://wateratlas.co.lake.fl.us.
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